
REPORT/RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

AND RECORD OF ACTION 
 
       

May 20, 2003 
 

  
FROM:  KEN A. MILLER, Director 
  Department of Public Works – Transportation   
 
SUBJECT: NOMINATION OF RAILROAD CROSSING IMPROVEMENT PROJECT TO CALIFORNIA 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION (CPUC) TO SECURE GRANTS UNDER FEDERAL 
CROSSING PROTECTION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM SECTION 130 – PHELAN AREA 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the Director of the Public Works Department to nominate Duncan Road-
Railroad crossing at grade in the Phelan area, to secure funding under the CPUC Federal Crossing Protection 
Improvement Program (Section 130). 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) 
authorized funds for surface transportation programs including railway-highway grade crossings (U.S. code, 
Title 23, Section 130/133). The Federal Fund provides 90% share and local agency 10% share of the project 
cost for improvement of warning devices at existing railway-highway crossings. At present, Duncan Road is a 
non-maintained unpaved County roadway that traverses east-west for over 10 miles, in the Phelan area. 
Duncan Road has a designated CPUC Railroad Crossing No. BB-447.90, located at 0.225 mile east of 
Johnson Road. The County is considering the inclusion of Duncan Road into the County Maintained Road 
System (CMRS), that will be constructed and paved per the County Standards. Crossing BB-447.90, requires 
improvement to meet the proposed roadway cross-section and to install active devices at the railway-highway 
crossing. The active devices will be recommended by the CPUC staff and the railway company. The 
Department recommends Crossing No. BB-447.90, to be included in the CPUC recommended list of public 
crossings in California for improved crossing protection with federal funding.   
 
If this item is approved by the Board, the Department will submit a letter to the CPUC demonstrating the 
County’s commitment to fund 10% of this project’s costs.  At this time, staff estimates the cost of this project 
will not exceed $500,000, the Department would be responsible for funding $50,000 of this amount. 
 
REVIEW BY OTHERS: This item was reviewed by Deputy County Counsel Charles S. Scolastico on May 6, 
2003, and County Administrative Office (Tom Forster, Administrative Analyst) May 12, 2003. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The authorization by the Board to pursue the nomination will have minimal financial 
impact to administer the nomination and update Department records. Funds are available in the Department’s 
2002/03 Operations budget. 
 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT(S):   1st 
 
PRESENTER:   Ken A. Miller, 387-7906 
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